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ane Impact of Criminal Stigma on the Individual Social A(liuslmemv
In the Saudi Society (Application Study in the City of Buraidah)./

Seham bint Iqab Al-Harbi & Prof. Dr. Muhammad Al-Saif

Ahstract

The study aimed to identify the impact of criminal stigma on the social
adjustment of individuals who were previously condemned to a criminal court
ruling, with a focus on socio-economic sanctions, unacceptable and
undesirable descriptions and nicknames, and their predicted social status in the
future, after they have repented and returned to the right path. To achieve this,
the study relied a social survey approach as well as questionnaires and
interpretative interview tools. The study was applied to the local community
of Saudi families in the city of Buraydah, the sample size was (385) families
of men and women, and the data were processed using statistical tests
(Percentage rate to provide clarification of the trend of the research community
towards the criminal stigmatization of those released from prison - Std.
Residual- Confirmatory factor analytical). The study relied on the assumptions
of stigma theory, which assumes that society’s negative reaction to the
repentant released individuals is what creates the “criminal* through social and
economic sanctions, derogatory descriptions, and negative expectations
regarding their social roles, so these factors hinder their desire and ability to
integrate and social adjustment. The study reached several results, including
the refusal of members of society, both men and women, and the younger and
older generations, to marry a person released from prison. Additionally, there
was a refusal to accept him in the professional occupations, and a reluctance
to work with him or not joining institutions, The respondents' feedback varied
regarding accepting the parolee's friendship, accepting him as a neighbor in
their residential area, and involving him in projects. However, they generally
reject him anyway. The results of the study also showed the possibility of
members of society, men, women, and the younger and older generations,
stigmatizing the person released from prison with descriptions in a derogatory
way, and they expect him to have a negative social role. The study concluded
with several recommendations for various stakeholders: For families, it
emphasized the importance of social responsibility towards repentant released
persons, promoting collaboration and solidarity with the state in reform and
development efforts. In terms of scientific research, it is recommended that
researchers collaborate with committees and national centers dedicated to
caring for prisoners and their families in research that works on new social
strategies and steps in line with the kingdom'’s Vision 2030 and the quality of
life of the Saudi citizen.
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