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The Death and Liie of the Great American School System
How Test and Choice Are Undermining Education

Dr. Fatimah F ALenazi \/[7

Abstract//

In this book, Diane Ravitch, the former Assistant Secretary of
Education and the leader of creation of a national curriculum campaign,
examined her career in education reform and disavows positions that she
once vigorously advocated drawing on more than forty years of research
and experience. She criticized today's most popular ideas for school
restructuring, including privatization, the Common Core Standard,
standardized testing, the replacement of teachers with technology, and
charter schools. Besides, the author emphatically explained why a
business model is not an appropriate way to improve schools using
examples from major cities. She discussed that reliance on tests as a
means of evaluating student performance is unfair, in contrary to her
earlier opinions and attitudes. She was once supportive of educational
testing, but Ravitch later reversed her position. This book is not just a
long talk about what is wrong with America's education system, but also
and improvement guide. It lists many of the changes that will help make
America's education system a model for the rest of the world. The
American education system needs to reform and "The Death and Life of
the Great American School” System is a great way to find out what is
broken and how to fix it. In general, the book invites us to see an
example that calls for appreciation for the author who criticized her
previous opinions with courage and in a scientific manner; and readers
can benefit from this practice by reviewing and re-evaluating their ideas.
In addition, the language of the book is clear and understandable even
for non-specialists in education, it also provides a critical view of
educational solutions such as privatization, which is being adapted in
Saudi Arabia, and thus can benefit from the US experience in this field.

Keywords: Education System - American School - Education Reform.
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