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The Role oi Continuing Education Programs in Developing the Proiessional
Competences of Deaf and Hearing-Impaired Teachers

Gaheda EI- Obely & Dr. Haifa Fahad Bin Mubayrik

Abstract//

The Role of Continuing Education Programs in Developing the
Professional Competences of Deaf and Hearing-Impaired Teachers

This study aims to identify the role of continuous learning programs
in developing professional competencies of Deaf and impaired- hearing
teachers in the institutes and programs of integration in government
schools of the Riyadh Educational Directorate. It also aims to reveal
statistically- significant differences, if any, in the deaf and hearing-
impaired teachers' responses, subject of the study, in the Role of
continuous learning programs in developing professional competencies,
which are ascribed to variables of qualification, years of experience, and
number of programs in the field of competencies of teaching deaf and
hearing-impaired persons. To achieve the objectives of the study, a
descriptive survey approach was used. Having applied the questionnaire
tool to the entire study community, and after the field application, the
researcher obtained (142) valid questionnaires for statistical analysis from
teachers of deaf and impaired-hearing students, namely:(113) at the
primary level, (20) at the intermediate level and (9) at the secondary level.

The study has revealed many findings, the most important of
which are: the participants in the study agreed in a medium degree on the
role of continuous learning programs in developing competencies of
teachers of the deaf and impaired- hearing students with a mean of (3.25
out of 4). The results have shown that the most important roles of
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continuous learning programs in developing competencies of teachers of

the deaf and impaired- hearing students are represented in the dimension
of personal efficiencies with a mean of (3.12 out of 4), followed by
efficiencies of dealing with parents with a mean of (3.06 out of 4),
followed by the social efficiencies with a mean of (3.01 out of 4), and
finally cognitive competencies dimension with a mean of (2.96 out of 4).

The study has revealed that there are statistically- significant
differences at (<0.01) between participants of the study about (cognitive
efficiencies, teaching competencies, personal competencies, social
competencies, competencies of dealing with parents, and professional
competencies). These differences are attributed to the variable of
gualification and they are in favor of the participants with a qualification
of bachelor degree + special education diploma. There are no statistically-
significant differences at (<0.01) between participants of the study about
(cognitive competencies, teaching competencies, personal competencies,
social competencies, competencies of dealing with parents, and
professional competencies), attributed to years of experience. There are no
differences of statistical indication at (<0.05) in participants’ attitudes
towards (personal competencies, social competencies, and competencies
of dealing with parents) according to various training programs. There are
statistically- significant differences at (<0.05) in participants’ attitudes
towards cognitive competencies, teaching competencies, and professional
competencies according to training programs. These differences were in
favor of teachers who attended more than three training programs.

Keywords: Continuing Education Programs, Developing the Professional
Competences, Deaf and Hearing-Impaired Teachers.
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